
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Learning Together, Success Forever 

 

What makes me a writer?  
Writing at Manor Park 



Intent 

 

At Manor Park Infant and Nursery School, we recognise that writing is an integral part of everyday life and  

want to reflect this in our own curriculum. We wish to give children the opportunity to develop a lifelong, 

enthusiastic attitude towards writing and enable our pupils to consider themselves writers. We believe to 

become literate; children need to understand that writing is a representation of speech, and that both come 

 in a variety of forms linked to purpose. At Manor Park, we understand that these aspects of language are 

inextricably linked, and can rarely be taught or experienced discretely. As a result, Speaking and Listening has 

 a high profile and we aspire to develop the pupil’s language and questioning to build up a purposeful and 

meaningful vocabulary through topic -related texts that are at the core of our teaching.  

 

 

Implementation  

 

This will be achieved through choosing high quality texts and providing a hook or stimuli to engage the 

 children and give purpose and meaning to their writing. Many opportunities will be provided for the children 

 to develop and apply their writing skills to allow for connections to be made across the curriculum.    

 

As part of our writing curriculum, we make explicit links between phonics, reading and writing and endeavour  

for all pupils to acquire a growing vocabulary, solid understanding of grammar and the ability to spell new  

words effectively choosing and applying spelling patterns and rules that have been taught. 

 

  

EYFS 

At Manor Park, our approach to teaching and learning is through carefully planned and child-initiated play  

with a strong focus on the prime Areas, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and 

Language and Physical Development. Speaking and listening form an integral part of our provision and  

alongside the teaching of Phonics, we are dedicated to ensuring that the school environment is language-rich; 

packed full of high-quality books and provides endless speaking and listening opportunities. 

 

We create a culture which excites the children to write and to get enjoyment from it.  Teachers will model  

writing strategies, orally composing a sentence and demonstrating how to apply phonic skills to write words. 

Teachers model and support children writing for a purpose within the provision and there are regular planned 

writing sessions and opportunities. Children have access to fine motor skills activities and range of writing 

implements, providing them with the dexterity to manipulate a pencil using the correct effective tripod grip  

for writing.  The indoor and outdoor provision offers opportunities to write and make marks for meaning; this 

may include writing labels, lists or messages.  

 

Key Stage One 

At Manor Park, at the start of every lesson the children are asked five questions ‘High 5’s to support their  

recall of prior knowledge. The questions focus on recalling previous learning from within the year and also  

back to their previous years in school to support making the connections and links to prior learning.  In KS1,  

the children are immersed in the texts from using inference skills to predict what the story might be and 

 looking at vocabulary to creating word banks, story maps and other visuals to support the writing process.   

The children are then encouraged to use their knowledge of the text to write for a variety of purposes from 

writing a letter to creating a news report.  Following the National Curriculum objectives, carefully planned 

writing units ensure a wide range of writing genres are taught across the school and within each year group 

including; explanation texts, instructions, diary writing, story writing and poems.   

 



Children learn to plan, draft, revise, edit and present their work.  Handwriting and letter formation is explicitly 

taught throughout the school.  

 

The correct way of forming letters is modelled by the teacher and patterns of letters are taught where 

appropriate. Children have a separate handwriting book and there is at least 1 session a week dedicated to 

demonstrating and practising handwriting and teachers support to ensure incorrect formation is addressed. 

Good presentation is emphasised at all times, through all forms of writing and across the curriculum. 

At Manor Park, we use carefully chosen high quality texts both fiction and non-fiction from a diverse range of 
authors to broaden the children’s opportunities and life experiences. Aspects of talk for writing are used and 
children often ‘learn’ a story/text using talk for writing/story map strategies.  Class word banks and the   
structure of writing for each genre is frequently modelled to the children and collated for the children to  

refer to during the lessons. By the end of the sequence of work, children are given the opportunity in their 
golden writing books to independently apply the writing skills which have been taught and practised.  

We incorporate writing symbols within our writing curriculum (see below each year group’s symbols)  
which are discussed and referred to in the teaching of writing skills in the EYFS. In KS1 as part of the  
introduction to the lesson, the learning objective is shared with the children and then reference is made to  
the relevant symbols (skills) discussing how we can use them and to share examples, building on prior 
 knowledge.  The skills relevant to the lesson are put on the walt (learning objective focus) and viewed as a  
success criteria and in the golden writing books, the children are encouraged to tick off the skills they think 
 they have included in their writing.  The symbols that haven’t been ticked off, children are then encouraged 
 and supported to re-look at their work and edit using purple polish pen.   
 
 
Writing symbols 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
F2  

 

 

 

Year 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Year 2 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Adaptions -Equality for all 

Throughout all of our teaching of lessons we adopt a holistic approach to support different learning styles and 

needs of all our children so that they can achieve. Part of this approach is through providing adaptions where 

the teacher is responsive to pupil’s learning and adjusts teaching to match the pupil need.   

We support children through two different adaptions; 

 

*A proactive adaption 

*A reactive adaption 

 

A proactive adaption is pre-planned knowing the children and their needs.  This adaption could range from 

providing visuals and dual coded words to recording a child’s voice as a different way to demonstrate their 

understanding of the lesson.   

 

A reactive adaption happens in the moment during the lesson.  This adaption could range from offering a 

 more scaffolding approach through stem sentences, picture prompts and word banks.  

 

To support children with English as an additional language, dual-coded words and additional word banks are 

used to aide with understanding.  ICT is also considered to translate extracts of texts into the child’s first home 

language.  

 

All children are provided with equal access to the curriculum, regardless of gender, ethnicity or home 

background.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Impact 

 

Children at Manor Park are able to apply writing skills consistently across the curriculum.  Children develop the 

skills to write in a variety of genres, building up their ability to write for longer begin to edit their writing.  

  

 All this is evaluated and monitored through a range of regular learning walks, book scrutinises, drop in lesson 

observations and pupil voice.  

 

We use assessment to inform and develop our teaching. 
 

• Teachers use ongoing assessments during phonics and English lessons to inform their planning  

• and judgements. 
• Teachers record formal assessment data for writing once a half term marking it against the National  

• Curriculum standards.  

• As a school we assess for learning (AFL.)  Where children are involved in the process of  
• self-improvement  

• by recognising their achievements and celebrating success. 

• Learning objectives are shared with the children to allow them greater ownership of their learning  

• and  

• encouraging high expectations. 
• We mark work following the school’s marking policy.  

• We have a tracking system within KS1 to follow the children’s progress. This is monitored to ensure  
• that  

• children who are not succeeding or those who demonstrate high ability are identified, supported  

• and challenged. 
• In EYFS a child’s progress will be recorded in their learning journeys on Tapestry.  

• The subject lead carries out English observations, pupil voice and a book look once a term.    
Feedback is then shared with all members of staff.  

• At the end of the year in KS1 s child’s progress is reported to parents in their end of year school report.  

•  This comments on the child’s effort and attainment which is assessed by the teacher.  
• At the end of a child’s Reception year, a child’s work in the prime areas and the other areas will  

contribute to their EYFS profile.  This is then reported as meeting the expected levels, or not yet  
reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) in line with statutory requirements.  

• Teachers assess and record phonic data for all children half termly.  This is tracked and reviewed by 
•  the English lead. 

• All interventions are planned, assessed and reviewed every 6 weeks.  

• Termly learning review meetings with parents are used to share and discuss individual writing progress.  
 

What are the key concepts of writing at our school? 
• Transcription – to record thoughts and ideas in written form including spelling, punctuation  

and grammar.  

• Handwriting – form letters correctly and of the correct size and orientation giving increasing 

regard to presentation. 

• Writing comprehension and composition – articulating and communicating ideas, structuring 

them in speech and writing to write for different purposes. 

• Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

 

 

 

 



 

How do we show progression in writing at our school? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

How will we know the children write well at our  

school? 
  

 

How well do children write                                         Evidence? 

             at Manor Park?   

Pupils can apply their phonic knowledge 

to write sentences 

Classroom Visits 

Learning Walks 

Pupil Voice   

Book look 

Phonic tracking 

Phonics screening checks 

Pupils can apply the spelling rules in 
their writing and spell words correctly at 
ARE for their year group. 

Classroom Visits 

Learning Walks 

Pupil Voice   

Book look 

Pupils can write for different purposes 

and different contexts. 

Classroom Visits 

Learning Walks 

Pupil Voice   

Book look 

Handwriting is of a high standard – form 
letters formed correctly and of the 
correct size and orientation. 
 

Classroom visits 
Learning walks 
Book look 

Close monitoring of progress ensures 

quick identification and implementation 

of additional interventions to support 

children off track.  

Intervention records 

Assessment data  

Pupil Voice  

Learning Walks 

 


